
 

 

 

Terra Vac (UK) Ltd and Bovis Lend Lease 

Terra Vac was asked by Bovis Lend Lease, one of the world’s leading 

project management and construction companies, to provide a 

solution to the contamination discovered on their prestigious 

MediaCityUK site. 

MediaCityUK is located at the Salford Quays, only minutes 

away from the motorway network and four miles from 

Manchester City Centre.  Phase 1 will comprise 700,000 sq ft of 

office space, 250,000 sq ft of studios, 60,000 sq ft of retail and 

leisure facilities along with brand new apartments, a hotel, 

new tram link and a 5 acre public piazza for large scale 

events catering for up to 9,000 people. 

 

The area surrounding MediaCityUK had previously been the 

terminal for the Manchester Ship Canal.  Fuels such as diesel 

and kerosene were continually delivered by barge for storage 

in tanks above ground, ready for subsequent distribution by 

road and rail.  Leakages of these fuels, over a prolonged 

period of time, lead to an estimated area of contamination, 

originally thought to extend to 740m2. 

 

Terra Vac (UK) Ltd was asked to clean up the land on which a 

dedicated new road, linking MediaCityUK to the nearby 

motorway network, would be built.  Timings are critical.  The 

opening of MediaCityUK hinges on the successful and timely 

construction of this road. 

 

Once remediation work began, Terra Vac discovered that 

the area of contamination was much larger than had been 

originally anticipated.  The actual validated plume measured 

over 3300m2 and was mostly in difficult silty soils, further 

complicating the remediation.  This significant increase in size 

now posed a considerable risk of the fuels reaching the 

adjacent ship canal. 

 

Terra Vac (UK) Ltd implemented Vacuum Enhanced Free 

Product Recovery Techniques which involves the drilling of 

more than 200 wells at site specific design centres, with the 

contaminants being uplifted through a system of flexible 

pipes.  This technique is particularly efficient in situations 

where the contamination spans a large area and it can be 

applied to most LNAPL contaminants, in a variety of soil 

conditions. 

 

The MediaCityUK site will be successfully remediated in 

accordance with Environment Agency requirements, in just 

one year, allowing the construction of the critical Broadway 

Link road to be completed. 
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